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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-9, 13-19, 23-24 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Lazzeroni et al (US 2003/0026440 A1). 

With respect to claim 1 , Lazzeroni discloses a vehicle seatback audio controller, 
comprising: an entertainment audio source; an entertainment interface coupled to the 
entertainment audio source (fig.1 #102, pg.3 [0036]); a telematics audio source; a 
telematics interface coupled to the telematics audio source, the telematics interface 
configured to receive a telematics audio signal (fig.1 #106,108,110,112,114, pg.3 [0038- 
0040]); and a seatback interface (fig.1 #120) coupled to the entertainment interface, the 
telematics interface, and a seatback speaker (fig.1 #128, fig.6 "speaker left, right", pg.2 
[0018] ln.3-5); where the seatback interface provides the telematics audio signal to the 
seatback speaker when the telematics audio source is active, and provides the 
entertainment audio signal to the seatback speaker when the telematics audio source is 
inactive (pg.6 [0061], pg.8 [0105-0106]). It is implied that the disclosed entertainment 



Application/Control Number: Page 3 

10/631,187 

Art Unit: 2615 

audio source and accessory telematic audio sources of Lazzeroni contain control 
interfaces for user operation. 

With respect to claim 2, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio controller 
of claim 1 , where the vehicle seatback audio controller determines whether the 
telematics audio source is active through a function the telematics audio signal (pg.7 
[0076-0092]). 

With respect to claim 3, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio controller 
of claim 1 , further comprising a control interface (pg.7 [0094] "SW2") coupled to the 
telematics audio source (pg.7 [0094] "radio or cell phone") to receive a control signal, 
where the vehicle seatback audio controller determines whether the telematics audio 
source is active through the control signal (pg.7 [0094]). 

With respect to claim 4, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio controller 
of claim 1 , further comprising a vehicle interface (fig.3 #104a) coupled to a vehicle 
speaker, where the vehicle interface provides the entertainment audio signal to the 
vehicle speaker (pg.3 [0043] ln.9-29). 

With respect to claim 5, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio controller 
of claim 1 , where the telematics audio source is a radar warning system (fig.1 #1 14). 

With respect to claim 6, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio controller 
of claim 1 , where the telematics audio source is a navigation system (fig.1 #112). 

With respect to claim 7, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio controller 
of claim 1 , where the telematics audio source is mobile telephone (fig.1 #1 1 0). 
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With respect to claim 8, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio controller 
of claim 1, where the entertainment audio source provides a digital audio signal (pg.3 
[0036], "MP3"). 

With respect to claim 9, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio controller 
of claim 1, where the entertainment audio source provides an analog audio signal (pg.3 
[0036], "cassette tape"). 

With respect to claim 13, Lazzeroni discloses a vehicle seatback audio controller, 
comprising: a first input adapted to receive an entertainment audio signal (fig . 1 #102 
pg.3 [0036]); a second input adapted to receive a telematics audio signal (fig.1 
#106,108,110,112,114, pg.3 [0038-0040]); and an output coupled to the first input and 
the second input (fig.1 #128); where the output is adapted to provide the telematics 
audio signal to a seatback speaker (fig.6 "speaker left, right") when the telematics audio 
signal is active, and to provide the entertainment audio signal to the seatback speaker 
when the telematics audio signal is inactive (pg.6 [0061], pg.8 [0105-0106]). 

With respect to claim 14, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 13, comprising a third input adapted to receive a control signal, where 
the vehicle seatback audio controller determines whether the telematics audio source is 
active through the control signal (pg.7 [0076-0092]). 

With respect to claim 15, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 13, further comprising a second output adapted to provide the 
entertainment audio signal to a vehicle speaker (fig.3 #104a, pg.3 [0043] ln.9-29). 
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With respect to claim 16, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 13, where the entertainment audio signal is an analog audio signal 
(pg.3 [0036], "cassette tape"). 

With respect to claim 17, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 13, where the entertainment audio signal is a digital audio signal 
(pg.3 [0036], "MP3"). 

With respect to claim 18, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 13, where the telematics audio signal is an analog audio signal (fig . 1 
#106,108,110,112). 

With respect to claim 19, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 13, where the telematics audio signal is a digital audio signal (fig.1 
#114). 

With respect to claim 23, Lazzeroni discloses a method of controlling seatback 
audio, comprising: receiving an entertainment audio signal from an entertainment audio 
source (fig . 1 #102, pg.3 [0036]); receiving a telematics audio signal from a telematics 
audio source (fig.1 #106,108,110,112,114, pg.3 [0038-0040]); providing the telematics 
audio signal to a seatback speaker (fig.6 "speaker right, left") when the telematics audio 
source is active; and providing the entertainment audio signal to the seatback speaker 
when the telematics audio source is inactive (pg.6 [0061], pg.8 [0105-0106]). 

With respect to claim 24, Lazzeroni discloses the method of claim 23, comprising 
providing the entertainment audio signal to a vehicle speaker (pg.3 [0043] ln.9-29). 
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With respect to claim 27, Lazzeroni discloses a vehicle seatback audio controller, 
comprising: means for receiving an entertainment audio signal (fig.1 #102, pg.3 [0036]); 
means for receiving a telematics audio signal (fig.1 #106,108,110,112,114, pg.3 [0038- 
0040]); means (fig.1 #124) for transmitting the telematics audio signal to a seatback 
speaker (fig.6 "speaker right, left") when the telematics audio signal is active; and 
means for transmitting the entertainment audio signal to the seatback speaker when the 
telematics audio signal is inactive (pg.6 [0061], pg.8 [0105-0106]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 10-12, 20-22, 25-26 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Lazzeroni et al (US 2003/0026440 A1) in view of Boyer (US 
5,844,992). 

With respect to claim 10, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 1, however does not disclose expressly the controller comprising a 
microphone and level detectors to adjust the level of the telematics audio signal as a 
function of noise. 
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Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising a microphone (fig. 1 
#12) positioned in a vehicle generating a noise signal (col. 3 In. 53-59) and a level 
detector (fig. 1 #18) coupled to the microphone receiving the noise signal, where the 
level detector determines an average gain signal as a function of the noise signal, and 
the seatback interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the seatback 
speaker as a function of the gain signal (col.5 In. 50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 In. 11-19). At 
the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to use the automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level of the telematics 
signals of Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to produce sound 
signals of an appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within the vehicle. 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 1 , however does not disclose expressly the controller comprising an 
accelerometer and level detectors to adjust the level of the telematics audio signal as a 
function of noise. 

Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising an accelerometer 
(fig.1 #12) coupled to the vehicle generating a vibration signal (col. 3 In. 53-59) and a 
level detector (fig.1 #18) coupled to the accelerometer receiving the vibration signal, 
where the level detector determines an average gain signal as a function of the vibration 
signal, and the seatback interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the 
seatback speaker as a function of the gain signal (col.5 In. 50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 
ln.1 1-19). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to use the automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level 
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of the telematics signals of Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
produce sound signals of an appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within 
the vehicle. 

With respect to claim 12, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 1 , however does not disclose expressly the controller comprising a 
level detector to adjust the level of the telematics audio signal as a function of noise. 

Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising a level detector (fig. 1 
#18) coupled to the microphone receiving the noise signal, where the level detector 
determines an average gain signal as a function of the noise signal, and the seatback 
interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the seatback speaker as a 
function of the gain signal (col.5 ln.50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 In. 11-19). At the time of the 
invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the 
automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level of the telematics signals of 
Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to produce sound signals of an 
appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within the vehicle. 

With respect to claim 20, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 13, however does not disclose expressly the controller comprising a 
microphone and level detectors to adjust the level of the telematics audio signal as a 
function of noise. 

Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising a microphone (fig . 1 
#12) positioned in a vehicle generating a noise signal (col.3 In. 53-59) and a level 
detector (fig.1 #18) coupled to the microphone receiving the noise signal, where the 
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level detector determines an average gain signal as a function of the noise signal, and 
the seatback interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the seatback 
speaker as a function of the gain signal (col.5 ln.50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 In. 11-19). At 
the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to use the automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level of the telematics 
signals of Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to produce sound 
signals of an appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within the vehicle. 

With respect to claim 21, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 13, however does not disclose expressly the controller comprising an 
accelerometer and level detectors to adjust the level of the telematics audio signal as a 
function of noise. 

Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising an accelerometer 
(fig . 1 #12) coupled to the vehicle generating a vibration signal (col. 3 In. 53-59) and a 
level detector (fig.1 #18) coupled to the accelerometer receiving the vibration signal, 
where the level detector determines an average gain signal as a function of the vibration 
signal, and the seatback interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the 
seatback speaker as a function of the gain signal (col.5 ln.50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 
In. 1 1-19). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to use the automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level 
of the telematics signals of Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
produce sound signals of an appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within 
the vehicle. 
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With respect to claim 22, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 13, however does not disclose expressly the controller comprising a 
level detector to adjust the level of the telematics audio signal as a function of noise. 

Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising a level detector (fig. 1 
#18) coupled to the microphone receiving the noise signal, where the level detector 
determines an average gain signal as a function of the noise signal, and the seatback 
interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the seatback speaker as a 
function of the gain signal (col. 5 In. 50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 ln.11-19). At the time of the 
invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the 
automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level of the telematics signals of 
Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to produce sound signals of an 
appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within the vehicle. 

With respect to claim 25, Lazzeroni discloses the method of claim 23, however 
does not disclose expressly comprising: receiving a vibration signal from a 
accelerometer positioned in a vehicle; determining an average gain signal as a function 
of the vibration signal; and adjusting a level of the telematics audio signal to the 
seatback speaker as a function of the gain signal. 

Boyer discloses a method for sound control comprising receiving a vibration 
signal from an accelerometer (fig.1 #12) coupled to a vehicle generating a vibration 
signal (col. 3 In. 53-59) and a level detector (fig.1 #18) coupled to the accelerometer 
receiving the vibration signal, where the level detector determines an average gain 
signal as a function of the vibration signal, and the seatback interface adjusts a level of 
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the telematics audio signal to the seatback speaker as a function of the gain signal 
(col.5 ln.50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 In. 11-19). At the time of the invention it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the automatic sound 
controller of Boyer to control the level of the telematics signals of Lazzeroni. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to produce sound signals of an appropriate 
level so as to drown out ambient noises within the vehicle. 

With respect to claim 26, Lazzeroni discloses the method of claim 23, however 
does not disclose expressly comprising: receiving a vibration signal from a microphone 
positioned in a vehicle; determining an average gain signal as a function of the vibration 
signal; and adjusting a level of the telematics audio signal to the seatback speaker as a 
function of the gain signal. 

Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising a microphone (fig . 1 
#12) positioned in a vehicle generating a noise signal (col.3 In. 53-59) and a level 
detector (fig . 1 #18) coupled to the microphone receiving the noise signal, where the 
level detector determines an average gain signal as a function of the noise signal, and 
the seatback interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the seatback 
speaker as a function of the gain signal (col.5 ln.50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 ln.11-19). At 
the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to use the automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level of the telematics 
signals of Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to produce sound 
signals of an appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within the vehicle. 
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With respect to claim 28, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 27, however does not disclose expressly the controller comprising a 
microphone and level detectors to adjust the level of the telematics audio signal as a 
function of noise. 

Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising a microphone (fig . 1 
#12) positioned in a vehicle generating a noise signal (col. 3 In. 53-59) and a level 
detector (fig . 1 #18) coupled to the microphone receiving the noise signal, where the 
level detector determines an average gain signal as a function of the noise signal, and 
the seatback interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the seatback 
speaker as a function of the gain signal (col.5 ln.50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 ln.11-19). At 
the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to use the automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level of the telematics 
signals of Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to produce sound 
signals of an appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within the vehicle. 

With respect to claim 29, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 27, however does not disclose expressly the controller comprising an 
accelerometer and level detectors to adjust the level of the telematics audio signal as a 
function of noise. 

Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising an accelerometer 
(fig . 1 #12) coupled to the vehicle generating a vibration signal (col. 3 In. 53-59) and a 
level detector (fig. 1 #18) coupled to the accelerometer receiving the vibration signal, 
where the level detector determines an average gain signal as a function of the vibration 
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signal, and the seatback interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the 
seatback speaker as a function of the gain signal (col.5 ln.50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 
In. 1 1-19). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to use the automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level 
of the telematics signals of Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to 
produce sound signals of an appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within 
the vehicle. 

With respect to claim 30, Lazzeroni discloses the vehicle seatback audio 
controller of claim 27, however does not disclose expressly the controller comprising a 
level detector to adjust the level of the telematics audio signal as a function of noise. 

Boyer discloses an automatic sound controller comprising a level detector (fig . 1 
#18) coupled to the microphone receiving the noise signal, where the level detector 
determines an average gain signal as a function of the noise signal, and the seatback 
interface adjusts a level of the telematics audio signal to the seatback speaker as a 
function of the gain signal (col.5 ln.50-67, col.6 In. 1-5, col.7 ln.11-19). At the time of the 
invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use the 
automatic sound controller of Boyer to control the level of the telematics signals of 
Lazzeroni. The motivation for doing so would have been to produce sound signals of an 
appropriate level so as to drown out ambient noises within the vehicle. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ishigaki et al (US 4,347,510) discloses an apparatus for automatic selective 
switching and transmission of input signals. 

Fischer et al (US 5,748,748) discloses an apparatus and method for influencing 
oscillations in the passenger compartment of a motor vehicle. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason R. Kurr whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0552. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00am to 6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (571) 273-7848. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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